
THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA

* * THE 2008 NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL CONTEST * *

The 2007-2008 National and Department Rules contain all information student contestants need to prepare
themselves for competition. For the benefit of the contestants, it is imperative that all rules and regulations be
followed explicitly at every level of the contest. Post Oratorical Chairmen should be responsible for contacting
their local high school to insure that the Oratorical Contest is part of their school's annual program.

Oratorical Chairmen at all levels (Post/County, District, Division and Department) are responsible for selecting a
site, judges, and contest officials as well as publicizing their contests. Contestants must provide a copy of their
prepared oration at the Department “State” Contest.

Contest deadline dates are listed below and will be followed.

December 19, 2007 School Contest- On or before this date, participating schools must have conducted
eliminating contests to insure only a single contestant to represent a single school.
School officials in charge of the contest (or Post Official) should call the Department
Headquarters immediately following the conclusion of the contest to certify the winner
and to be given information on the subsequent contest. The number is (919) 832-7506.

January 12, 2008 Post or County Contest - Where there is more than one contestant in a particular
county.. Must be conducted under the direction of the District Chairman or the County
Chairman where one has been appointed. If there is any question, please contact local
Legion Post to clarify District Chairman. (List attached)

Jan. 19-26, 2008 District Contest - Is made up of all county winners and will be conducted under the
direction of the District Chairman. District Chairmen are responsible for forwarding the
completed winner certification form to Department Headquarters and to the Division
Chairman immediately following the contest. The District Chairman is respsonsible ofr
escorting the District winners to the Division Finals. All District winners
participating in the Division Contest will be presented with a $100.00 scholarship
check at the Division Contest only.

February 9-16, 2008 Division Contest - s made up of all District winners within the Division. The Division
Chairman is responsible to see to proper execution of the contest and that winner
certification form is filed with Department Headquarters immediately following the
contest. He is also responsible for seeing that the Division winner is escorted to the
Department Finals.

March 1, 2008 Department (State) Finals - Location to be announced at a later date. (a $60.00 travel
allowance will be paid to the Division winner to defray cost of attending Department
(State) Finals. This check will be presented at the Department (State) Contest.
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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES NEEDED

1. National Rules Brochure (Gives complete details on contest)
2. Department Rules and Dates Brochure.
3. Adequate Judging Forms (Attached to Rules Brochure). Winner Certification Forms (District and Division
Contest Only) provided by Department Headquarters.
4. Time Cards, with numbers 3,4,5 and 8,9 and 10. (To be held up by Time Keepers).
5. Stop Watches (2).
6. Some Type of Award for Contestants; (i.e., certificates, medals, cash award, etc.)

********************************************************************************************
AWARDS AND MEDALS

It is suggested that suitable medals be given to those contestants who place first, second and third in the local Post,
County, and District contests. Medals are available through National Emblem Sales, PO Box 1055,
Indianapolis, IN 46206.

Level of Gold Silver Bronze
Competition (First Place) (Second Place) (Third Place)
Post #717.305 - $ 6.95 #717.305 - $ 5.95 #717.305 - $ 4.95 (page 128 Emblem Sales)

District #717.311 - $15.95 #717.311 - $14.95 #717.311 - $11.95 (page 130 Emblem Sales)

*Division #717.319 - $20.95 #717.319 - $18.95 #717.319 - $16.95 (page 130 Emblem Sales)

*These medals are furnished by the Department at the Division Contest Level to those contestants placing
1,2 or 3. All other contest medals must be purchased by a local American Legion Post or by the District.

All District Winners who participate in the Division Contest will receive a cash award of $100.00 Scholarship
from Department Headquarters presented at the Division Contest. Contestant MUST participate in the Division
Contest to collect this award. Medals for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place will be awarded to Division winners at the Division
Contest.

All Division winners who participate in the Department (State) Contest will receive an appropriate plaque
signifying their accomplishments. As contest rules state you must compete at the next level to receive the award,
Division plaques will be given out at the Department (State) Contest.

All Division winners who participate in the Department (State) Contest will receive a travel allowance of $40.00 to
defray expenses incurred in attending the Department (State) Contest. The travel allowance will be presented at the
Department (State) Contest.

Department (State) Contest awards are as follows:
1st Place - *$2,000.00 Scholarship
2nd Place - 750.00 Scholarship (*NOTE: Scholarships may be used to attend any college or
3rd Place - 500.00 Scholarship university in the United States and will be paid directly to the
4th Place - 500.00 Scholarship institution of higher education.)
5th Place - 500.00 Scholarship

*National Headquarters provides an additional $1,500.00 scholarship to Department (State) winners who
participate in the Regional Contest.
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FORWARD

This Chairman’s guide has been prepared to help the Oratorical Chairman organize and conduct a
successful Oratorical Contest. This guide is also for use in conducting County, District, Division
and State Contests.

The primary purpose of the Oratorical Contest is to involve high school students in Americas great
heritage; “The Constitution of The United States” and to promote interest in the democratic form of
government.

The American Legion hopes that every high school will participate in this educational opportunity
for their students to become better informed citizens and to allow them to compete for scholarship
awards.

Each North Carolina American Legion Post must provide the initiative and leadership to make this
fine program work. We are counting on you!

HENRY NOBLE
State Chairman

Oratorical Contest and Education Committee

Chairman Vice-Chairman
Henry Noble (379) John Napper
4904 Watering Pond Rd 278 High Hill Rd
Pink Hill, NC 28572 Jacksonville, NC 28540
252-568-2753 (H) 910-455-2886 (H)
nobleprr@aol.com jnapper@ec.rr.com

Rodney Plowman (520) John Dinsmore Willie Moore
722 East Red Cross Rd 5905 End Place 307 Martin luther King Blvd
Oakboro, NC 28129 Fayetteville, NC 28314 Clinton, NC 28329
704-485-2362 (H) 910-487-4008 (H) 910-590-4161 (H)
704-599-7310 (W) 910-907-8197 (W) thunderray@earthlink.net
outndhamrlane@carolina.rr.com 910-988-6290 (C)

jdinsm9079@aol.com

Tom Clemens Kris Duenzl (20) Eddie Price
259 Outlaw Rd 2525 Calloway Rd 1404 Woodside Dr
Dudley, NC 28333 Raeford, NC 28376 Wilson, NC 27893
919-735-0369 (H) 910-875-9764 (H) 252-237-4722 (H)
919-221-3953 (C) 910-690-8866 (C) 252-230-9897 (C)
clemster38@yahoo.com kristen.duenzl@us.army.mil eddieprice@earthlink.net

Kenneth Ross (39)
4101 Paramore Rd
Greenville, NC 27858



HOW TO START AN ORATORICAL CONTEST IN YOUR AREA

Obtain a copy of The National High School Oratorical Contest Chairman’s Guide and
read through it to familiarize yourself with the workings of a contest.

Work with your schools:
 Set up an appointment to speak with the school Principal, English

teachers, Governmental History teachers, and ROTC instructors. Discuss
what an oratorical contest is all about. Be sure to let them ask questions
so they fully understand the program.

 As Post chairman, be sure to leave your name and phone number with
them so they can reach you. Offer to help them conduct an in school
contest for practice. This could be one of the most important steps as it
helps everyone understand the rules and concept. Make sure all the
proper judging, timekeeping, and tabulation sheets are used.

 Be available to address the students directly if allowed, and use school
bulletin boards and school newspapers to get the word to the students.

 Be willing to return at a later date to address the students, if the schools
desire.

Be organized.
 Study the rules and regulations covered in chapter 3 on page 8 of the

Chairman’s Guide. This will insure correct information being passed along
through the various stages of the contest.

 Be sure to have extra copies of your judges scoring sheets along with
timekeeping and tabulating sheets.

 A copy of the Video “How to Conduct The National High School Oratorical
Contest” is available as outlined in Chapter Eleven of the Chairman’s
Guide by contacting the National Americanism and Children and Youth
Division at (317) 630-1249.

 Chairman’s Guide is available at www.legion.org. go to Programs and
Events, National Oratorical Contest

 Copies of previous National Finalists Orations are available by calling the
National Americanism and Children and Youth Division or Department
Headquarters. They may be used as an informational tool, BUT MAY
NOT BE COPIED IN ANY WAY!
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DIVISION ORATORICAL CHAIRMEN
Division I Division II Division III
Johnny Farmer (102) Thamas Brooks (404) Warren Murphy (232)
142 Ray Farmer Rd PO Box 1492 1132 Brucemont Dr
Aulander, NC 27805 Elizabethtown, NC 28337 Garner, NC 27529
252-345-0990 (H) 910-876-0342 (C) 919-779-5337 (H)
sgmfarmer@earthlink.net 44brooks@earthlink.net

Division IV Division V
Rodney Plowman (520) Larry Deaver (155)
722 E Red Cross Rd 904 Sharon Dr
Oakboro, NC 28129 Kings Mountain, NC 28086
704-485-2362 (H) 704-739-4338 (H)
704-599-7310 (W) ldeaver@yahoo.com
chairmanAL520@hotmail.com

DISTRICT ORATORICAL CHAIRMEN

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4
Johnny Farmer Woodrow Collins (110) Robert Scheck (39) Eddie Price (13)
142 Ray Farmer Rd 431 Summerfield Rd 3798 Brick Kiln Rd 1404 Woodside
Dr
Aulander, NC 27932 Roper, NC 27970 Greenville, NC 27858 Wilson, NC 27893
252-482-8027 (H) 252-793-3375 (H) 252-830-1933 (H) 252-237-4722 (H)

widgeon47@earthlink.net bobscheck@earthlink.net 252-230-9897 (W)

eddieprice@earthlink.net

District 5 District 6 District 7 District 8
Gordon DeKalb (138) Jim Biggerstaff(46) Tom Clemens (11) Robert J. Daniel
(202)
48 Glendale Lane PO Box 536 259 Outlaw Rd 1919 Catawba St
Roxboro, NC 27574 Newport, NC 28570 Dudley, NC 28333 Fayetteville, NC
28303
336-322-1396 (H) 252-223-0536 (H) 919-735-0369 (H) 910-433-2260 (H)

919-221-3953 (W) 910-527-8239 (C)

District 9 District 10 District 11 District 12
George Best (233) R Neil Tyner (42) Jerry Tart (109) Morris S.
Ferguson (452)
PO Box 37 1446 Odum Rd 62 Alan St 1507 Milan St
Bolton, NC 27423 Lumberton, NC 28360 Angier, NC 27501 Durham, NC

27704
910-655-8360 (H) 910-738-9779 (H) 919-639-2048 (H) 919-682-5379 (H)
910-512-1798 (C) rntyner@msn.com 919-215-4286 (C)

fergusongolf65@yahoo.com

District 13 District 14 District 15 District 16
Richard Johnson (237) Randy Brown (87) Billy Joyce (45) J.C. Lamm (49)
800 Pineridge St 3627 Hickswood Forest Dr 203 E Central Ave 916 Morningside
Dr
Sanford, NC 27330 High Point, NC 27265 Asheboro, NC 27203 Rockingham, NC
28379
919-499-3308 (H) 336-885-4767 (H) 336-672-2495 (H) 910-895-0932 (H)
919-775-1713 (W) 336-870-2540 (C

randyandstacy@northstate.net

District 17 District 18 District 19 District 20
Rodney Plowman (520) Johnny Poole (220) Joann Myers (342) Michael Shaffer
(353)
722 East Red Cross Rd PO Box 1453 805 Newsome Rd Apt 702 5826 Kirkwynd
Commons Dr
Oakboro, NC 28129 Winston-Salem, NC 27102 Salisbury, NC 28146 Charlotte, NC 28278
704-485-2362 (H) 336-744-1284 (H) 704-213-4805 704-587-8035 (H)
704-467-2232 (W) 336-407-5284 (C) jodi1932@hotmail,com 704-996-1475 (C)
chairmanal520@hotmail.com

gunner@carolina.rr.com



District 21 District 22 District 23 District 24
Bill Oxford (29) Fred Dixon (144) Jim Sherman (527) Joe Somolik (2)
2601 Western Ct 307 Church St 1441 Union Ch Rd 56 Beechwood Rd
Lenoir, NC 28645 Belmont, NC 28012 Lawndale, NC 28090 Asheville, NC 28805
828-728-4451 704-617-2848 (H) 704-284-5282 (H) 828-298-8641 (H)
boxford@lexington.com 704-829-0454 (W) 704-732-1516 (W) jfs7536@charter.net

freddixon@carolina.rr.com shelbystatman@hotmail.com

District 25
Carroll Smathers (47)
143 Pigeon St
Waynesville, NC 28786
828-452-4812 (H)
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ASSIGNED TOPICS FOR 2008

PLEASE NOTE: Any name not in bold, District Commander did not report
a District Oratorical Chairman.



Art 1 Sec 3 clause 6
The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting

for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of
the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Preson shall be
convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Art 1 Sec 6 clause 1
The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their

Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United
States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace,
be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their
respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any
Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other
Place.

Art 2 Sec 4
The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States,

shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason,
Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemenors.

Amendment 14 Section 1
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the

jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein
they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
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