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Commander Gaddy’s Corner
Greetings from the Detachment of North Carolina Sons of the American Legion.  We are off to a great year in the SAL.  We have a lot of work ahead of us this year and I am proud to say that many Squadrons have already started tackling the challenges that lay before us this year.
This year in the Detachment of NC SAL we are having a big push for membership in order to reach our 2,000 member goal for 2010.  In order for the Detachment to achieve our goal it is important for every Squadron to achieve their individual goal.  Dustin Pittman, Detachment 2nd Vice Commander, will be communicating with you throughout the next year about your Squadron’s 2010 Membership Goal.
It is a personal goal of mine to visit every Squadron in the Detachment throughout this next year, so if you are having an event please to not hesitate to send me an invitation.

I want to also ask that every Squadron reach out to their Legion Post and Auxiliary Unit in order to build a strong LEGION FAMILY in North Carolina.  Keep up the good work and hope to see you soon!

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

Harley P. Gaddy

Detachment Commander

NC Sons of the American Legion.
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Squadrons Helping Ronald McDonald Houses
 One of The American Legion's original purposes was to support all of the veterans’ children.   Through its National Child Welfare Foundation, the Legion has supported many programs throughout the nation that work toward the betterment of the lives of America's youth. 

One way that the Department of North Carolina and its Children and Youth Commission work toward this same goal is by supporting the Ronald McDonald Houses of North Carolina. 

I’m also pleased to announce that 2009-2010 Membership Goals for squadrons have been completed and will be coming to you very soon by e-mail or first-class mail.  Commander Gaddy and I have gone through the past five years of detachment membership reports to best distribute the Commander’s 2,000 membership goal throughout the state.  Be on the lookout for your 2010 membership goal.  If you have any questions about it, please feel free to contact me.
With the goals set, the Commander and I have also set up Membership Awards for the Detachment of North Carolina.  The top three squadrons will receive award plaques for the 2009-2010 year.  Also, we have the paperwork prepared and will be ordering 100% membership ribbons for every squadron that makes its 100% goal before Summer Convention.
An early congratulations is in order for Squadron 94 - Snow Hill, which, as of August 1 is at 105.26% of last year’s membership, making them the first to make 100% state-wide.  If they can make 100% by August, everybody can do it by May.
I’ll begin traveling later this month, so look forward to a phone call from me to schedule a trip to your area.  If you’d like some help with membership and want me to pay you a visit, please give me a call.  I’m based out of Wilson, but have no problems traveling anywhere I’m needed, just ask Squadron 77 – Hendersonville. 

Bests,

Dustin B. Pittman
Second Vice Commander
252-378-5370
pittmandb@gmail.com
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Adjutants Address
Gentlemen I hope you are doing well!  Congratulations to Squadrons that have already started turning in 2010 membership.  If you haven’t started on membership for 2010 please start immediately.  Some Squadrons still have not turned in their Officer Certification Forms, so if you are one of those Squadrons please get that to Department Headquarters right away.  If you do not turn an Officer Certification Form in you could miss out on important mailings and information.
Also, start marking your calendars now!  Fall Conference is just around the corner.  Fall Conference will be held at the North Raleigh Hilton on October 16th through 17th.  We hope to see every Squadron represented at the conference.  Remember that membership awards will be presented to Squadrons that making their Target Dates.

Ryan Goodman

Detachment Adjutant
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Commander Gaddy’s Shout Out!

Thank you Ellis Wheeler of Post 165—Burgaw and Department Web-Master for all of his hard work in helping to get the SAL Website updated.
	Ronald McDonald houses are located in close proximity to hospitals that give special health care to children. They provide a low cost bed for the parents of children who are undergoing extended care in hospitals that are remote from the family home.  

One method of fund raising used by the houses is the collection of pull-tabs from drink cans. 

At its Fall Conference in November of 1997, the Department Children and Youth Commission and the Department of North Carolina elected to adopt the support of Ronald McDonald Houses as one of its Children and Youth programs. 

Posts throughout the state have elected to participate in the program by collecting the pull-tabs and by making direct donations to the houses. 

 It is the hope of the Detachment that each squadron will participate in collecting pop tops as well.  There are many ways to do this.  See who in your Squadron can collect the most as a small competition, and make sure that at ALL functions you have a can to collect with.  Over $10,000 has been donated to The Ronald McDonald House over the years, and we want to add to that number from contributions from the SAL.  Start collecting today!

You can turn in all of your donations at the SAL Detachment Conferences.  Make sure when you do, the container is clearly marked with your Squadron number.

We look forward to seeing your collections!
Christopher Byrd

Detachment 2nd Vice Commander

NC Sons of the American Legion

Membership on-target, but still a long way to go.[image: image6.jpg]



Hello again from the Detachment Level.  I’m glad to report to you that membership is going well, with the Detachment at7.1% of our 2009-2010 membership.  This puts us 3.9%, or 68 members shy of our National membership goal for September.  Keep up the good work on membership!
Please be sure that all members who are signing up now are going on 2010 Membership cards.  If you have not yet received your 2010 membership cards, please contact me immediately by e-mail (pittmandb@gmail.com) or phone (252-378-5370).
[image: image7.wmf]Chaplain’s Chat
Hello!  Welcome to the month of August.  This is the month when school starts back.  We need to remember that God has told us to love one another.  We have to remember that the children that we deal with in our daily lives need to know that someone cares about them.  Always remember that the children are our future and we need to set a great example for them.  We need to listen to their needs and concerns, just like God listens to our needs and our concerns. We also need to listen and respect each other.  If you need to contact me my email address is jeromeecsu@yahoo.com.

Jerry Harrell

Detachment Chaplain
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Child Welfare Foundation

Not all American children grow up inside the comfortable definition of normal childhood development. For thousands, each day is a challenge marked by pain, prayer and perseverance. Many of these youngsters require specialized care. To overcome their obstacles, they need help from you and the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.

Established in 1954, the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation was developed as a repository of funds from individuals who wished to contribute to the betterment of children in this country. Our foremost philanthropic priority is to provide other nonprofit organizations with the means to educate the public about the special needs of children across this nation.

The SAL Detachment of North Carolina’s goal for contributions to the Child Welfare Foundation this year is $5,000.  If you need CWF materials (brochures, contribution envelopes, collection tins, etc.) please contact Barb Hey in National Headquarters by email bhey@legion.org or by phone at (317) 630-1202.
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History in the Making

As many Squadrons across the state are planning exciting events for the next year I ask that you remember to invite your local news stations and newspapers to your events for some free publicity.  It is important for us to have as much good publicity as possible in order to educate the community on what the American Legion and the Sons of the American Legion Stands for.  Take care and keep up the good work.

Garrett Haywood

Detachment Historian


