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Commander Gaddy’s Corner
Greetings on behalf of the North Carolina Detachment of the Sons of the American Legion.  First and foremost I would like to thank the NC Sons of the American Legion for electing me as your Commander.  I am looking forward to a very exciting year in the North Carolina Sons of the American Legion.   It is my hopes to meet as many of you as possible throughout my term as Commander.

We have a lot of work ahead us to achieve the goals I have set in place for this year, but I know with all of us working together we will achieve great things this year.

The  North Carolina Detachment of the Sons of the American Legion 2009-2010 goals are:

· Achieve 90% Membership Renewals.

· Achieve 2,000 Members for 2010.

· Charter 5 new SAL Squadrons.

· Make $5,000 in donations to the Child Welfare Foundation.
· Make $2500 in donations to the National Emergency Fund.

If you or your Squadron needs any assistance throughout the next year please do not hesitate to contact me anytime through email hpgaddy@hotmail.com or by phone (828) 775-9925.  Hope to see you soon and thank you for carrying on FOR GOD AND COUNTRY,

Harley P. Gaddy

Detachment Commander
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Adjutant’s Address

Greetings All!  I hope that all of you are doing well and off to a great SAL year in North Carolina.  I am Ryan Goodman the newly appointed Detachment Adjutant for the North Carolina Sons of the American Legion.  I am looking forward to getting to know all of you throughout this next year.  I hope that every Squadron will be working hard to help achieve the Detachment Goals this year.  I also to hope to see every Squadron represented at Conferences and Conventions this year.

If you have not already submitted your Squadron Officer Certification Form to Department Headquarters please do so as soon as possible.  Also, 2010 membership cards have been distributed so start turning in membership as soon as you receive it.  Remember once you receive your 2010 membership cards you need to turn “new” members in on a 2010 card.

Make sure you keep an eye on the North Carolina SAL Website for updates.  You can also find all of the Detachment Officer’s Contact information on the site.  The Newsletter will also be available for download off the website.  The web address is www.nclegion.org/ncsal.htm and is accessible anytime. 

Good luck and if you need anything please feel free to contact me anytime.

Ryan Goodman

Detachment Adjutant
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Community Connection
First, let me say thank you for all of the support that you have shown to the American Legion programs.  We have just finished up two of the major Legion programs: Student Trooper and Tar Heel Boys State.  This year we had a full staff of SAL members at Boys State.  We also had several join the SAL during that week.  Boys State had 265 young men graduate from the program and many of them were sponsored by the SAL.  Please continue to support these important programs.  Remember your Squadron can sponsor young people for Student Trooper, Tar Heel Boys State, and for Legion Baseball.  Many young men were touched by how the SAL supports these programs, and have shown a lot of interest in getting involved with the SAL and the programs the SAL supports through the Legion.

Please start working now for next year’s programs.  It takes hard work and determination to find young men and women to be sponsored by your Squadron.  Again, remember that any programs your post sends young people to, you can as well.  Also, please make sure you report this on your Consolidated Squadron Reports as well.  If you have any questions about any of the programs, please contact headquarters or visit  www.nclegion.org or www.ncboysstate.org .  You can also contact any of your SAL Detachment Officers about any of the programs and how your Squadron can get involved.

Christopher Byrd

Detachment 1st Vice Commander
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Commander Gaddy’s Shout Out
Thank You Patti Fleming, the SAL Secretary in Department Headquarters whose hard works makes the NC SAL possible!
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Child Welfare Foundation
Not all American children grow up inside the comfortable definition of normal childhood development. For thousands, each day is a challenge marked by pain, prayer and perseverance. Many of these youngsters require specialized care. To overcome their obstacles, they need help from you and the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.

Established in 1954, the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation was developed as a repository of funds from individuals who wished to contribute to the betterment of children in this country. Our foremost philanthropic priority is to provide other nonprofit organizations with the means to educate the public about the special needs of children across this nation.

The SAL Detachment of North Carolina’s goal for contributions to the Child Welfare Foundation this year is $5,000.  If you need CWF materials (brochures, contribution envelopes, collection tins, etc.) please contact Barb Hey in National Headquarters by email bhey@legion.org or by phone at (317) 630-1202.
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The Chaplains Chat

Hello everyone.  I am Jerry Harrell the Detachment Chaplain for the North Carolina Sons of the American Legion and an SAL Member of Squadron 40 in Edenton.  Throughout the next year if you have prayer request please send them to me via email at jeromeecsu@yahoo.com.

While at Boys' State this year I worked in the House of Representatives as a counselor.  The House Chaplain was a young man by the name of Charlie Noah.  This young man had to pray at the start of each session and at the close of each session.  Even beyond that he lives a life of putting God first and then he puts his country next.  Charlie helped to remind me and so many others that if we put God first that God will guide us into being a great country.

One of the things that our country was founded upon was freedom to worship God.  We need to thank God for our freedom to worship every day.  We also need to thank the men and women who have fought for our freedom throughout the years.

Jerry Harrell

Detachment Chaplain
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A Call to Arms

Welcome to the newsletter of the Sons of the American Legion Detachment of North Carolina.  When I came into this organization four years ago, I was shocked at the lack of direction from the Detachment level and I vow that over the next year I will provide direction and assistance where necessary.   It is my hope that this newsletter will be the first of many ways we at the Detachment level provide leadership and direction.  I first must clear up a slight change at the Detachment level for this year.  Traditionally, the First-Vice Commander is responsible for membership and the Second-Vice Commander for programs, but this year the two roles have been switched.

As your Second Vice Commander for the next year, I have been tasked by Commander Gaddy to increase membership in the Detachment of North Carolina to 2,000 members.  As any good leader does, I now delegate that responsibility to you.  By that I don’t mean that membership is only your responsibility, I mean that membership is everyone’s responsibility.  While I will do everything within my power to assist you in this challenge, an organization is not judged by the quality of its leadership, but by the whole of its parts.  Each Squadron must answer the call, each Squadron must increase membership for us to be successful.  Our year-end membership from 2008-2009 only puts us 300 members shy of this goal.  This number is easily achievable.  If each of our 1,700 members recruits only one more member, we will be well beyond 2,000.  So today, I call you to arms, to help me increase membership to 2,000 members.  You will hear from me personally over the next year, and it is my hope that I will be of some assistance at your Squadron.

Dustin B. Pittman

Detachment 2nd Vice Commander
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Happening History

Hello!  I am Garrett Haywood the Detachment Historian for NC SAL.  During this SAL year I encourage you to submit articles to me for the State Scrapbook.  You can submit articles and pictures to me through email:  ghaywood@email.unc.edu
Garrett Haywood

Detachment Historian


