American Legion Post Insurance Requirements
Resolution No 35: Insurance Requirements, NEC October 14-15, 2020

The American Legion National Headquarters owns, controls, protects and defends
The American Legion’s trademarks.

The American Legion National Headquarters requires Posts to protect itself from
liability via Insurance Policies.

Any organization or group using an American Legion trademark and utilizing an
insurance policy shall specifically name The American Legion National
Headquarters as an additional insured. The respective department will be added
to the policy as well.

Attachment #1. National Judge Advocate Kevin J. Bartlett memo.

Additional Insured Address.

American Legion National Headquarters
700 N. Pennsylvania St
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Or

American Legion National Headquarters

PO Box 1055,

Indianapolis, IN 46206-1055

Plus

American Legion Department of North Carolina

2940 Falstaff Rd
Raleigh, NC 27610



Questions & Answers

1:

2

What is liability insurance?
Liability insurance provides a post with protection against claims resulting from injuries
or damages.
These policies protect both the insured and named third parties under the same policy
Liability insurance policies, not the policyholders, pay these damages.

What is an additional insured?
An additional insured is an insurance status that covers other third parties that are not
initially named on the insurance policy.
If department and national are named as an additional insured, they are also protected
by any unintentional negligence of the post and are covered for any resulting legal costs
and payouts.

Who should | contact to get or add this coverage?
Your local insurance agent.

Our Post owns a building and has a Fire Policy. Are we covered already?
Check with your local insurance agent for Liability coverage and add the additional
insureds names & address to your policy. If you only have a Fire policy without Liability,
you should get Liability and add the additional insureds.

Our Post does not own property? Do we still need it?
Yes, Liability Insurance protects your Post for unintentional negligence, and you do not
need to own property to have it. Check with your local insurance agent.

Our Post has a Directors & Officers (D&O) Policy. Will that work?

There are many types & categories of liability insurance. Check with your local
insurance agent.

Is there a cost for adding Additional Insureds to my Post liability policy?
Each insurance company determines if there is any cost associated with adding
Additional Insureds. If your Post does incur an additional charge for adding an
additional insured, the Post Adjutant can contact the Department for guidance.
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The American Legion National Organization (“The American Legion™) is the owner,
protector and the organization that may grant the use of the names, emblems, trademarks and
copyrights (“Tradenames™) of The American Legion. As owner and protector of the Tradenames,
The American Legion utilizes a number of different protective insurance coverages. As owner,
protector and grantor of the Tradenames, The American Legion, like all owners of trademarks or
copyrights, is allowed to place restrictions upon the use of its Tradenames, including similar
insurance requirements, reviewing Tradename usage prior to use, etc.

Resolution No. 35 (passed at the 2020 Fall Meetings of The American Legion National
Executive Committee) places restrictions on the use of the Tradenames — namely that, if any
organization would like to use the Tradenames of The American Legion and the Tradename-using
organization has a situation whereby there is a need for liability insurance protection, then the
Tradename-using organization will specify that The American Legion (and, if needed, the
respective Department of The American Legion) is held harmless and named as an additional
insured on any and all insurance liability policies.

In other words, any organization using the Tradenames of The American Legion, and
needing liability insurance coverage, is required to specify that The American Legion (and, if
needed, the respective Department of The American Legion) is held harmless and named as an
additional insured on any and all insurance liability policies. This Tradename protection is a
standard business practice and not viewed as a control of the insurance-purchasing organization.

This requirement brings up two areas for clarification: (1) what is liability insurance? and
(2) what is an additional insured?

First, liability insurance is an insurance product that provides an insured party with
protection against claims resulting from injuries and damage to other people or property. Liability
insurance policies protect both the insured and third parties who may be injured as a result of the
policyholder's unintentional negligence and therefore the liability insurance covers legal costs and
payouts for which an insured party is responsible, if the insured party is found legally liable.
Liability insurance policies pay these damaged parties and not the policyholders.



The different types of liability insurance include directors and officers insurance (D&O);
commercial liability; general liability insurance; dram shop liability; special events insurance;
employment practices liability (EPL); and criminal acts insurance.

Second, an “additional insured” is a type of insurance status associated with liability
insurance policies that provides coverage to another group that is not initially named in the liability
policy. With an additional insured endorsement, the additional insured is then protected under the
named insurer's liability policy.

Therefore the Tradename-using group may obtain this additional insured endorsement
coverage for The American Legion, and the respective Department of The American Legion as
needed, by simply calling their insurance agent and requesting the addition of The American
Legion, and the respective Department of The American Legion as needed, to their liability
insurance coverage(s) as an additional insured endorsement. The majority of insurance agencies
do not charge for this endorsement; therefore, if presented with an additional charge one should
inquire why such additional fee.

Enforcement of this Tradename business requirement is also covered in Resolution No. 35.
The American Legion’s national adjutant, or designee, has been given authority to independently
investigate, confirm and determine that organizations using the Tradenames are also naming The
American Legion, and respected Department of The American Legion as needed, as additional
insured on their respective liability insurance policies. Once a national adjutant’s designee is
determined and authorized, this designee’s information will be made public.



