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Jim Quinlain installed as 

2021-2022 Department 

Commander 

Jim Quinlan, a member of Warren F. 
Hoyle Post 82 in Shelby, was elected 
Commander of The American Legion 
Department of North Carolina at cere-
monies in Raleigh on June 12, 2021.   
 
Commander Quinlan served in the US 
Marine Corps from 1971-1974 as Per-
sonnel Chief of HMH-361 (Heavy Marine 
Helicopter Squadron).  Quinlan is a 48-
year member of The American Legion.  
For 28 years, Commander Quinlan 
served as the National American Legion 
Baseball Director at the National Head-
quarters in Indianapolis, retiring in 
2013. Prior to his duties at the national 
office, Quinlan served at the American 
Legion State Headquarters in Iowa. 
 
Quinlan moved to Shelby, NC, with his 
wife Linda in 2014.  He has served The 
American Legion, Department of North 
Carolina as Post Commander; Post Adju-
tant; Post Newsletter Editor; District 
Vice-Commander, and District Com-
mander. His volunteer duties on the 
state level included serving as Chairman 
of the North Carolina American Legion 

Children & Youth Commission and 
Chairman of the Americanism Commis-
sion. He successfully coordinated the 
election campaign for The American 
Legion's current National Commander, 
Bill Oxford, from Lenoir, NC. 
 
Commander Quinlan's wife, Linda, is 
also active in The American Legion Aux-
iliary. She has served as Shelby Unit 
Secretary and President and is currently 
serving as District President.  Linda is a 
"Furr Mom" to their two chihuahua's 
Chipper and Casey.  
 
Jim is a consultant for the American 

Legion World Series, held annually in 

Shelby, NC.  The Quinlans' are members 

of Christ the King Catholic Church in 

Kings Mountain, NC. Their blended fam-

ily includes five children and six grand-

children.  Quinlan, born and raised in 

West Branch, Iowa, came from a large 

family with eight sisters and four broth-

ers. 

 

Joseph Hewes Monument 

Edward G Bond Post 40 Edenton, NC 

presented the colors for the DAR read-

ing of the Declaration of Independence 

at the Joseph Hewes monument in 

Edenton NC.  Joseph Hewes was a resi-

dent of Edenton NC and was one of the 

55 signers of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence.  This is an annual event in 

Edenton, celebrating Independence 

Day, and the history of our town.   
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Something for you to think about  

There are 21 million veterans in the Unit-

ed States.  Of the 21 million, 1.7 million 

belong to The American Legion, which 

means 12% of today's veterans care 

about this country.  12% care about kids 

and veterans and our democratic form of 

government.  12% are willing to vote and 

advocate for veterans benefits that 100% 

enjoy.  This 12% has had an enormous 

impact on America and veterans benefits.  

I want to thank our members for being 

part of the 12% who cared enough to do 

something for the country's good.   

Here is an example of what the 12% did.   

The "Forever GI Bill" is a great example.  

Which has helped educate thousands of 

veterans, which in turn allowed them to 

have a better life.  If the veterans who 

enlisted after 9/11 did not use this bene-

fit, they could transfer that benefit to a 

son, daughter, or spouse to use the ben-

efit.  Other qualifications need to be ad-

hered to, and for those our Department 

Service Officer can answer. The point I 

want to make is that Legionnaires lob-

bied for the benefit.  And it was the older 

Legionnaires who did not benefit from 

the "Forever GI Bill" march on DC, who 

wrote letters, and sent emails to Con-

gress to get this legislation adopted.  

Again, it was the 12% the created a bene-

fit for the 100%.   

In North Carolina, there are approximate-

ly 738,000 veterans, and nearly 40,000 

members of The American Legion. Our 

percentage in North Carolina exceeds 

18%, so  North Carolina is better than the 

US average.  Rarely does a Post have 50% 

of its members attend a meeting.  Typi-

cally, is 10 to 20% who attend, but those 

80% that don't attend are important and 

need to be appreciated.  My father was 

one of those members who paid his dues 

for 50 years. He believed in the programs 

of The American Legion.  He believed in 

the mission of helping those veterans in 

need and want. He did not attend 

meetings.  Life, his job, and 13 kids kept 

him too busy to participate in the 

meetings.  He supported the Legion's chill 

supper or steak fries. He donated to the 

Legion's swimming pool project because 

it would help the community.  He be-

lieved in The American Legion and its 

mission.   

Not all members can be active. Not all 

members can attend the conferences or 

conventions, but they are to be com-

mended for being part of the 12% in the 

USA or 18% in North Carolina that care 

about this country, that care about edu-

cating our youth, and caring about our 

veterans and our troops on active duty.  

Those members are a great asset be-

cause they keep us motivated to do 

more.  By paying their dues, they are 

giving us a vote of confidence in our mis-

sion each year.  

As I write my first article for our newspa-
per this year, we have just finalized our 
Legion College of 2021. Over 190 stu-
dents attended and we hope each ob-
tained information which will assist them 
in their growth as legionnaires and in-
creased their net worth for not only their 
post but for our community and depart-
ment.   

I had the honor to teach five courses for 
our officers and directors  and for our 
blue caps.  

One of the most enjoyable class teaching 
was the class for new commanders. In-
stead of teaching the basic of how to be 

a 

commander, we discussed the role of a 
commander as servant leader.  We also 
discuss issues that post commanders may 
not think about.  

Example, does your post have Director’s 
and Officers Liability Insurance ? If not , 
then Why no ? Do  you realize many post 
articles of incorporation have not been 
updated in 25 years and may not be 
effective.   

Also, CGLI many not cover you if your 
sued as an officers for your actions or 
inactions !!! A million dollar insurance 
policy for D and O thru our department’s 
insurance agency, W A Moore, is only 
$300. Best dang protection for your offic-
ers and board ever !!  

Below is the hand out I provided the post 
commanders who attended the post 
commander’s class.  

Do you know the answers for your post? 
Do you understand your individual and 
corporate liability?   

Have a great summer and next year 
attend your Legion College to grow in the 
understanding or our Four Pillars and 
your relationship and responsibilities as a 
member of the American Legion !  

For God and Country.  

 

The North Carolina Legion News 

James Quinlan. DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 
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Samuel Iredell Parker 

American Hero 

Jim Kelly 

We Americans tend to admire our he-
roes.  Movies, comic books and television 
are replete with examples. How about 
the real deal?  Allow me to introduce you 
to a man who was born and raised in 
Monroe, North Carolina who was to be-
come known for his business acumen, a 
civic leader in Cabarrus County, a Chris-
tian gentleman, and family man who 
dropped everything on short notice to 
join the United States Army to fight in 
World War 1. Sam Parker became the 
most highly decorated American soldier 
in World War 1. This story is now past 
the century mark yet remains relevant to 
this day. 

The formative years were spent in Mon-
roe, North Carolina where his father 
owned and operated a dry goods store 
which consisted of three adjoining build-
ings, one was used for the grocery store, 
another was a meat market, and the 
third was a café.  

Back in those days their home had no 
running water and the Saturday night 
bath involved a large metal tub which 
during the week was used to wash 
clothes in. Water was carried into the 
home and heated on the kitchen stove 
for bath water. Their transportation was 
with a horse and buggy.  At that time 
freight trains were passing through Mon-

roe on a regular basis and over the 
course of time young Sam learned to 
imitate the sounds the steam trains 
would make as they slowed down and 
picked up speed leaving the station. He 
had a knack for it and he entertained his 
parents and later he taught his technique 
to his grandsons Ed and Sam Moss. Cred-
it for this is due to the Construction of 
the Georgia, Carolina and Northern Rail-
road in 1887-1892 between Atlanta and 
Monroe which further strengthened the 
city's status as a railroad center. Monroe 
was a bustling city when young Sam 
came along. 

As a teenager Sam would take the train 
to Kansas where he worked during his 
summer vacation.  When he wasn’t 
working in the fields, he spent time fa-
miliarizing himself with a Colt M1911 .45 
semi automatic hand gun.  It is unclear if 
he owned the gun that summer or per-
haps the Army Regimental Quartermas-
ter issued him the gun and Sam brought 
it home with him. He spent hours per-
fecting the quick draw, as many cowboys 
were seen in the movies standing in the 
street with an opponent in a face off a 
few yards away. ‘Pappy’, as he was called 
by his grandsons, perfected the quick 
draw that summer and this fact would 
prove crucial when he came face to face 
with German soldiers. The Army at that 
time taught their soldiers to raise a hand-
gun to head level then sight and fire as 
the gun was brought down.  By practicing 
in Kansas shooting the gun on the rise 
from the hip, he fired much more quickly 
than the accepted military method.  

Once Sam had completed his schooling in 
Monroe he applied to and became a 
freshman at the University of North Car-
olina - Chapel Hill, in the class of 1917. At 
the age of 20, between his sophomore 
and his junior year, he accepted a posi-
tion as Principal at the Stonewall Jackson 
Training School in Concord, a position he 
held for the next three years.  It was 
while employed at the Stonewall Jackson 
Training School that he attended a 
church social at the Jackson Training 
School chapel and met Ms. Mary Lou 
Morris whom he would marry on Novem-
ber 9, 1920. 

Sam resigned his position at the Stone-
wall Jackson Training School and re-

turned to UNC-Chapel Hill to complete is 
studies for his BA degree.  On Friday April 
6, 1917 life got in the way when war was 
declared on Germany by the United 
States.  He would eventually receive his 
degree consideration to the circumstanc-
es imposed due to Sam’s call to duty dur-
ing World War 1. Sam packed his bag and 
left Chapel Hill on Tuesday May 15th 
bound for Camp Oglethorpe in northern 
Georgia to receive officer training. His 
tour of duty was to last a total of 24 
years, 11 months and 4 days. 

On August 15, 1917 Sam became a com-
missioned officer with the rank of 2nd 
Lieutenant, Infantry, U.S. Army.  Within a 
short span of time, Sam was crossing the 
Atlantic by troop ship bound for the war 
in France. Upon arrival he was initially 
assigned to the Fifth British Army.  After 
a brief stint with the British, he received 
orders to the U.S. 28th Infantry, First 
Division,   and a big step closer to com-
bat.  

On May 28, 1918 the 28th Infantry regi-
ment had closed the distance with the 
Germans with artillery support from both 
armies near the town of Cantigny where 
the battle was joined. Sam was in Com-
pany ‘K’ of the 28th Inf. This was to be the 
first American offensive of World War 1. 

Sam is quoted as saying “As a point of 
personal pride, I want it remembered 
that I was in the first wave of the first 
attack that the United States Army made 
against Germany, and the operation was 
entirely successful. I started the scrap 
with 35 men and I estimate that my pla-
toon can easily account for 350 of the 
enemy. I hope to cause them much more 
grief when I have another opportunity.” 

Leading a section of twelve men, Parker 
and his Sergeant charged a trench with 
fixed bayonets. A burly German soldier 
threw a grenade at them which failed to 
explode. As the Americans rushed past, 
that German jumped up and yelled 
“Comrade”! The Sergeant replied, “Yes, a 
Hell of a comrade,” he then lunged to-
ward the German driving his bayonet 
deeply into his chest.  

After Cantigny was captured, Sam’s pla-

(Continued on page 4) 
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toon held an outpost north of town 
while his battalion dug in. Over the 
course of the next three days the Ger-
mans tried unsuccessfully to retake the 
town with counter attacks.  Six weeks 
later Sam Parker had his opportunity to 
cause more grief.  The ‘front’ drifted 
toward the south-east deeper into Ger-
man occupied French soil. The Battle of 
Soissons, part of the Aisne-Marne cam-
paign, started on July 18, 1918.   

As several hours of intensive fighting 
was undertaken eventually a front-line 
position was established but in so doing 
a gap had opened up between the 
French 153rd Division and Sam’s 28th 
regiment with the results being the 28th 
was exposed to terrific German ma-
chine gun enfilade fire from multiple 
locations.  The machine gun nests were 
securely placed within a rock quarry on 
high ground, an awful tactical disad-
vantage. Ahead of the platoon was the 
‘Missy Ravine’, a deep gap fraught with 
German firepower to include the Ger-
man 77mm guns and little in the way of 
cover for the advancing troops. The 
French 153rd on the left flank had 
attacked but failed to breach the dis-
tance.   

The attack could not progress unless 
someone took the German strong 
points in the rock quarry. This is when 
Sam Parker went into action, and into 
harm’s way.  Sam led his platoon 
through heavy fire to close the gap.  It 
was during this transition that a group 
of French Colonial soldiers who had 
become separated from their unit, lead-
erless and disorganized, were convinced 
with rudimentary French to join his de-
pleted force in pursuit of the German 
gunners. As they crested the hill they 
gathered for an assault. The Germans 
were surprised and unprepared for the 
storm of men and bullets. Within what 
seemed like seconds the allied force 
had captured 6 enemy machine guns 
and approximately 40 soldiers. Sam had 
dispatched several with his quick draw 
and his powerful .45 Colt. Sam had re-
ceived a flesh wound to the leg during 
the attack. 

The next day the platoon was relieved 
by a French regiment. On the morning 
of July 19, 1918 the First Division contin-
ued the attack. Company ‘M’ on the left 
was virtually annihilated with loses so 
great that the 2nd and 3rd battalions 
were reorganized into a rifle company.  
[Did you know that a battalion is com-
prised of 1,000 men?] That may serve to 
offer a sense of scale at the losses.  

Stragglers and lightly wounded men 
were gathered into an ad hoc machine 
gun platoon utilizing captured German 
machine guns. The order came to attack 
but to do so they had to cross over the 
German defended French Nationale 
Route 2, just west of a small village 
named Ploisy. In the ensuing attack 
Sam’s senior officer was wounded with 
shrapnel and could not lead. Major 
Huebner transferred command to Sam 
Parker with the words “take my maps 
and carry on.” As the soldiers began 
their attack a German high explosive 
shell struck near Sam; he was thrown 
into the air and as he landed he felt pain 
in his right foot. He took off his boot 
and bound his own wound, refusing 
evacuation despite the pain. Their ad-
vance across and beyond the road had 
been a failure. But this is total war and 
advance they must! Orders were re-
ceived to attack across the road toward 
the Ploisy Ravine.  There was a 1,000 
meter gap [3,281 feet] between his 
troops and the French to the north. Sam 
had only 120 riflemen and had to crawl 
because of his painful foot wound. The 
platoon was inspired by his gallantry 
and determination and this time the 
attack was successful. Sam chose not to 
leave his command until a composite 
command had been drawn up later that 
evening when other officers reached his 
position. On the morning of July 20, 
1918 Sam made his painful way to an 
aid station near the Ploisy Ravine. 

His war was not over yet. On October 
5th in the Argonne Forest, Sam Parker 
rushed a German machine gun which 
was firing at him. Singlehandedly he 
managed to kill the gunner with his 
trusty Colt .45.  

Later, further east at the village of Exer-
mont, he was nearly surrounded by the 

enemy, but with another officer and 
two squads of riflemen they inflicted 
heavy losses on the Germans. Sam re-
ceived the Distinguished Service Cross 
for this battle. Sam was quoted to say, 
“I want it clearly understood that I have 
never killed a man except in defense of 
my own life.” 

His comrade in arms in Company ‘K’ 28th 
Infantry Regiment, and classmate at 
UNC-Chapel Hill, Samuel J. Ervin, Jr., 
former U.S. Senator from North Caroli-
na, had been with Sam at the rock quar-
ry that day and he too had been wound-
ed. Sam Parker said that his lifelong 
friend had saved his life when he had 
charged a machine gun killing the gun 
crew.  Sam Ervin was seen walking away 
using his rifle as a crutch.  Both men had 
somehow survived the fear, the sweat, 
the grime and painful loss of blood to-
gether. Both men were recognized with 
the Purple Heart medal, Sam Parkers 
second. 

Samuel Iredell Parker would receive the 
Congressional Medal of Honor on May, 
7, 1936 at the White House by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt; additionally he 
received separately the Distinguished 
Service Cross, Silver Star with Oak Leaf 
Cluster, along with his Purple Heart with 
Oak Leaf Cluster. There is also the Le-
gion of Merit, WW1 Victory Medal with 
five bars, and the French Fourragere 
and Croix de Guerre w/Bronze Palm. 
This is considered to be a truly remarka-
ble feat by a truly remarkable man. 

Sam returned home as the most highly 
decorated American soldier of World 
War 1. Sam stayed on in the active re-
serve rather than leave the Army. His 
country again called upon him during 
World War 2 and he was promoted to 
Major, assigned to the Infantry School 
at Fort Benning, Georgia where he 
taught a course in Military Leadership 
and wrote his own text book on the 
subject. In March 1943 he was again 
promoted this time to Lt. Coronel. 

                    

 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Post script on Samuel I. Parker 

Memorial Day 2021 

Jack Ward—Chairman Legion Riders 
North Carolina, Past Department Vice 

Commander - North Carolina 

Almost by accident, while we (The 
American Legion Post 51 Concord) were 
replacing American flags on Veterans 
Grave sites at Oakwood Cemetery. We 
came across the headstone of Lt. Coro-
nel Samuel I. Parker.  On the headstone 
was simply the letters “M O H”, his date 
of birth and the day he passed.  It oc-
curred to all of us Veterans that this war 
hero deserved more than a 22 inch by 9 
inch “Head stone”. We decided to do 
something! 

Through the efforts of the Legion Riders 
at Post 51 and with financial support 
from the City of Concord we began rais-
ing funds for “a proper monument” to 
be placed on the family site at Oakwood 
Cemetery (off Church St in Concord).  
The monument will be dedicated on 
November eleventh (11th) at Eleven 
O’clock AM.  

Those interested in attending are cer-
tainly welcome.  Anyone interested in 
contributing to this endeavor, please 
send a check to: American Legion Rid-
ers, Post 51 @ 165 Wilshire Drive, Con-
cord, NC 28025. In the “MEMO” “Lt. 
Coronel Samuel I. Parker Memorial.” 

We thank you 

WWII Elmo Hatley Turns 100 

Elmo Hatley, served in WWII, has been a 
member of Walter B. Ellis American 
Legion Post 63 in Burlington for 43 years 
and turned 100 years old on June 28, 
2021.  On Saturday, June 26th a 100th 
Birthday Party with family and other 
Legion members was held for Elmo at 
the Legion Post 63 where he was pre-
sented a Certificate of Honor by Post 
Commander David Beckley which reads 
as follows: 

“This certificate is presented to Elmo  
Hatley in recognition and grateful ap-
preciation for serving in the United 
States Armed Forced in the name of 
freedom and democracy and for alle-
giance to God and country in coura-
geously protecting our liberty and inde-
pendence.” 

Elmo is still very active playing golf and 

visits the Legion Post regularly.  

Why Did You Join The American Legion? 

It might have been for fellowship, cama-

raderie, helping veterans or just being 

around fellow veterans.  When we took 

the oath to join our respective branches 

of service, we joined a family of broth-

ers and sisters.  The work was hard, but 

the family bonded.  As each day goes by 

many of us miss that family.  So why did 

you join The American Legion?   

Maybe it was to take advantage of the 

programs, to help with youth or scholar-

ships, to contribute to our communities 

through our Legion Family.  Maybe it 

was to lead, to follow or be a worker 

bee.  Every Post needs every leader, 

followers, and worker bee.  It’s what 

makes us strong.   

Volunteering comes in many different 

forms.  You could be the cook at the 

Post fish fry or sit at the table collecting 

the money.  You could be a flag bearer 

& march or ride in a car during a local 

parade.  How about pulling up a chair 

and sitting under a Post canopy sharing 

information on our programs at the 

local Farmers Market. 

Participation can be simple or complex 

depending on your Post activities.  En-

courage your Post to get involved in the 

local community.  Participation can also 

be silent by supporting  our Posts 

through your membership renewals. All 

our activities lead to our successful 

membership each and every year. 

Our membership is a team.  We are 

Team North Carolina.  Have you re-

newed? 

(Continued from page 4) 

Department Fall Conference 

October 28-30 

N. Raleigh Hilton 
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Robert Stockholm, District 23 Commander 
Woody Weaver, Department Commander 
Jim Quinlan, Zachary Morrow. 

Shelby Post 82 Boys heading to 
Boys Nation 

In North Carolina, the 81st Tar Heel 
Boys' State concluded on Saturday, June 
26.  This program is a week-long civics 
course. There were two delegates spon-
sored by Warren F. Hoyle Post 82 in 
Shelby: Robert Stockham (Pinnacle 
Classical Academy) and Zachary Mor-
row (Burns High School)  

At the conclusion of the week-long pro-
gram, both Robert and Zachary were 
selected to represent North Carolina at 
the annual Boys Nation program. The 
selection process for this honor re-
quired both young men to be nominat-
ed and to undergo rigorous screening 
by Boys State Staff.  The initial inter-
view of ten nominees was reduced to 
four. After the final interviews were 
conducted, Robert and Zach were se-
lected as the top two candidates.  They 
will join 48 other outstanding repre-
sentatives chosen from their respective 
states at American Legion Boys Nation 
in Washington DC. They will then par-
ticipate in a longer civics course, arriv-
ing in DC on July 23 and returning home 
on July 31st.   

It is here that these young leaders, who 
have all excelled at their respective 
Boys States, are introduced to the struc-
ture and function of the federal govern-
ment as Boys Nation Senators. These 
youthful lawmakers caucus at the be-
ginning of the session, organize into 
committees and conduct hearings on 
bills submitted by delegates to the pro-
gram. The Boys Nation Senators are 

instructed on the proper method of 
handling bills according to the rules of 
the United States Senate. Actual partici-
pation in the political process is high-
lighted throughout the week to include 
the organization of party conventions 
and the nomination and election of a 
Boys Nation President and Vice Presi-
dent. 

The week of government training in the 
Nation's Capitol combines lectures and 
forums with visits to federal agencies, 
institutions, memorials, and historical 
spots in and around Washington. Dur-
ing a visit to Capitol Hill, Boys Nation 
Senators meet with elected officials 
such as Congresswoman Virginia 
Foxx. Expenses will be provided by The 
American Legion National Office.  

Boys Nation participants visit several 
historical and governmental sites in and 
around the Washington, DC area. In-
cluded are field trips to Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, the monuments and 
memorials on the National Mall, and a 
solemn ceremony of laying a wreath at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The 
students also participate in private 
tours of the U.S. Supreme Court, the 
U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Cap-
itol, and the White House. 

Their selection to this prestigious Boys 

Nation Program is a first for the Shelby 

American Legion Post 82 as they had 

never had two candidates selected to 

move on from Boys State to Boys Na-

tion.  

. Both students will be Seniors at their 

respective schools in the fall and will 

return to a Post 82 meeting later this 

year to share their experiences.   

Post 12 Presents Plaques for  
Donations 

On 10 June 2021, Post 12 Finance Officer, 
Robert Skinner, on behalf of Post Com-
mander Robert Besler, presented plaques 
two non-profit organizations for making 
generous donation the Post 12. 

(From left to right: Scott Greenbladt, Rob-
ert Skinner, Bill Taylor) 
Veterans Guardian is a consulting firm 
helping position veterans to achieve the 
disability rating they are eligible for when 
they file their claim for VA disability bene-
fits and compensation.  For more infor-

mation, go to:https://vetsguardian.com.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R. Riviter  (Left to Right: Robert Skinner 
and Rachel S  
R. Riveter  The name was inspired by 
World War II cultural icon Rosie 
the Riveter who symbolizes the contribu-
tion women made to the workforce that 
helped win the war. "Rosie 
the Riveter embodies everything that we 
stand for. Our mission is a bit more mod-
ern, but her spirit and 'we can do it' atti-
tude still apply."  For more information, 
go to: https://www.rriveter.com/pages/

ourstory. 

https://vetsguardian.com/
https://www.rriveter.com/pages/ourstory
https://www.rriveter.com/pages/ourstory
https://www.rriveter.com/pages/ourstory
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 2021 Baseball Champions 

Cherryville Post 100  

2021 Junior Baseball Champions 

Fuquay Varina Post 116  

2021 Senior Baseball Champions and 

Mid – Atlantic Regional Runners Up. 

 2021 Legion Ladies Fast Pitch Softball Champions 

Rowan County 112  

2021 Legion Ladies Fast Pitch  

Junior Softball Champions 

Lexington Post 8  

2021 Legion Ladies Fast Pitch  

Senior Softball Champions 
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT 

JILL PARKER PUETT, 2021-2022 

 

It is hard to believe that fall is in 

the air and we have National Con-

vention behind us and continue to 

move forward as an Auxiliary.  We 

started our District meetings July 

24th and should finish them Octo-

ber 23rd 2021.  It has been wonder-

ful seeing our members who 

attended and hear the work that 

our Auxiliary is doing for our Veter-

ans. 

 

My theme for 2021-2022 is 

“REBUILD AND GROW OUR FU-

TURE”!  For the past years, we 

have lost Units that just could not 

keep the Unit going, and we have 

signed up 2 NEW Units, and al-

ready we have a Charter on the 

way for OAK ISLAND UNIT 454.  I 

will be meeting this Unit at the Dis-

trict 3 meeting in Calabash, N. C. 

on Saturday, 9-18-21.  Today, 9-16-

21, I am traveling to Henderson, 

N.C. to sign the application for a 

NEW UNIT.  I am so excited to see 

NEW units coming into our Auxilia-

ry.  I will honor our Units that em-

brace my theme at Fall Conference 

with a special certificate.  We al-

ready have 3 that have reached 

that status and more working to be 

at Goal Plus!  If there is any Post 

that does not have an Auxiliary and 

would like to get one started, 

please let me know and our team 

will help you to promote and Auxil-

iary. 

 

It takes each one of us to help grow 

our Department of North Carolina.  

I remind our members that it is not 

about me, and it is not about 

them, it is about our Veter-

ans and our Children & 

Youth.  We must never for-

get why we are The Ameri-

can Legion Auxiliary!  We 

THANK YOU who put on that 

uniform and went wherever 

your government sent you, 

we will never forget what you did 

for us! 

 

My Presidents Project this year is 

the Robotic Companion Pets for 

our Veterans suffering from de-

mentia or forms of PTSD.  The 

Asheville VA already uses them and 

the results are wonderful.  You will 

see them at Fall Conference at my 

Presidents Project table.  I want to 

see all of our VA Medical Centers 

have these therapy pets. 

 

Let’s be NORTH CAROLINA 

STRONG! 


